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The Association of Latino Professionals For America (ALPFA)
works to empower and develop businessmen and women as
leaders of character for the nation in every sector of the global
economy. ALPFA has more than 81,000 professional and student
members across the country with access to 50,000 paid summer
internships through hundreds of Fortune 1000 corporate
partners. Our vision is to be the premier business organization
for expanding opportunities for leadership in the global market.
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BY JENNIFER ALVAREZ

MOCK INTERVIEW DAY
BY SAMMI ZHANG

ALPFA SYMPOSIUM

On October 1, over 15 ALPFA CSULB students
attended the West Regional Symposium at
UCLA. Along with ALPFA chapters from other
schools in the western region, we learned
about the power of personal branding,
perfecting our resumes, and building
workplace relationships through the
workshops offered. We also got to participate
in a coffee chat panel to see the different and
inspiring stories of great professionals from
companies including Deloitte and
Bloomberg. To finalize, the symposium ended
with a career fair for all attendees to learn
more about the opportunities offered!

In order to sharpen interview skills, ALPFA
members participated in a mock
interview and workshop hosted by ALPFA
alumni Vlad Petskel and our Director of
Development, Damary. After taking a few
notes on how to interview, students were
paired with alumni to practice answering
questions and practicing our individual
pitches. As a group, we also shared
different tips and tricks, personal stories,
and words of encouragement regarding
the interviewing process. Thank you to
Vlad for sharing your insight, and to the
alumni who came out to interview our
members! 



MICROSOFT BY JOHN RUIZ

CBIZBY FELIPE GAMINO

SPEAKING 
ENGAGEMENT

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT

On October 4, Microsoft manager Brandy Peña
presented to ALPFA members about her journey
as a first-generation Latin American college
student and the hardships she faced as a minority
in a predominantly Caucasian-dominated career
field. Brandy shared her first-hand experience of
overcoming imposter syndrome and talked about
the importance of how her self-advocacy and
advocacy for diversity in the workplace led to her
success. It was a pleasure to see how many ALPFA
members related to Brandy as first-generation
college students and learned vital tips to succeed
in their careers, such as communicating, creating
relationships with other professionals, practicing
self-advocacy, and never being afraid to seek help
from mentors. We look forward to hearing from
Brandy again!

On Thursday, October 6, ALPFA hosted a speaking
engagement with CBIZ. CBIZ is a mid-tier public
accounting firm with services in assurance, tax,
and consulting. Professionals Gabriel Limon and
Gisselle Gachupin represented CBIZ and shared all
the amazing opportunities the firm has to offer.
They first talked about the different service lines
and then shared their experience working at the
firm. They shared in great detail why they chose a
mid-tier firm over the big four or small-tier firms,
and the benefits they have working there.
Additionally, they talked about the topic of
"Finding Your Right Fit," which gave good insight
into what each service line does for anyone who
may not be sure what they want to do in public
accounting. After the speaking engagement,
members had the opportunity to network with the
professionals and have one-on-one time to ask any
questions they might have.



BEACH CLEAN-UP
BY SAMMI ZHANG

GRANT THORNTON
BY ISAAC MARTINEZ

At Alamitos Beach, ALPFA members
participated in a beach cleanup while
enjoying a sunny day with ocean
views. Although members had a goal
of removing debris and trash from
our beach, it was also a beautiful day
to be outdoors with friends.
Whenever possible, it is important to
keep our beaches clean. It was so
great to give back to our community
by volunteering, and we hope to do
more community service events
soon!

On October 11, ALPFA members were
invited to a Grant Thornton speaking
engagement. In which they discussed the
mission the firm has in creating
relationships with all their collaborators and
workers. They are focused on quality and
understand that in order to reach great
quality, they must build strong connections.
Grant Thornton provides several distinct
service lines, the most well-known of which
is tax audit and consultation. The company
shares its desire to help the community by
turning students into leaders, and they
strive to recruit the best. They only offered
encouragement and information to ALPFA
members. Excellent opportunity to gain
first-hand knowledge of what Grant
Thornton has to offer.



BY ISAAC MARTINEZ

SOCCER TOURNAMENTBY SAMMI ZHANG

SPEAKING
ENGAGEMENTINROADS

The ALPFamilia was thrilled to have an Inroads
recruiter speak about the organization. Inroads is a
non-profit that teaches students how to be better
leaders and prepare for internships. Mock
interviews are offered, as well as training, support,
and a network. All internship-related tasks must be
completed with care. To give leverage to all
students and professionals to gain experience. In
order to help build and secure internships, you
must have at least one full summer available to
devote to Inroads. The recruiting is not only for
business majors; they accept engineering,
technology, and many other majors. The
possibilities in career exploration can range from
venture capital to data analytics. Inroads is a great
resource to hone skills for interviews and resumes.
Gaining connections and resources to stand out
was an overall great experience for students!

Despite the cloudy weather on October
15, ALPFA alumni and students from the
CSULB and LA chapters, along with the
Hispanic Students Business Association
(HSBA), had an exciting soccer
tournament. Although the games
became heated, the competition
strengthened the bond between the
organizations. Thank you to all the
participants for playing and to all the
students who showed up ready to cheer
the competitors on! This was definitely
an event to remember. Here's to more
collaborations with other ALPFA
chapters and HSBA!

ALPFA LA X ALPFA CSULB X HSBA 



BY SAMMI ZHANG

BY JOHN RUIZ
On October 10, ALPFA's Director of Data
Analytics, Aigiun Guseinova, and Professor
Landa hosted a Tableau workshop for ALPFA
members. Aya and Professor Landa
introduced what Tableau is, explained why it
is such an important skill set to learn, and
showed how it can set you apart in the
recruitment process. They showcased how to
import Excel data to Tableau, create
relationships in the data, and finally create
visualizations to better understand the data.
The workshop was a success in showing our
ALPFA members just how useful Tableau is to
help businesses better visualize data and
gain powerful insight. Thank you for the
workshop, Aya and Professor Landa! We
cannot wait to see you for the second part of
this workshop!

On October 18, ALPFA members locked
in for a study session as many were
working through a busy and impending
midterm season. We worked on
homework while enjoying snacks and
the company of other members. It was
heartwarming to see the bond of our
ALPFAmilia develop even further.
Although some were hard a work, others
were busy socializing! Some students
received help with homework from
others, while others were focused on
completing their tasks. Despite all the
needed studying, we hope everyone got
to take a breather as well. Thank you all
for participating, and good luck with the
rest of the semester!

ALPFA STUDY SESSION

TABLEAU WORKSHOP
1



BY DIEGO GOMEZ

BY SAMMI ZHANG

On Sunday, October 23, ALPFA hosted
ALPFAmilia Day, one of its signature traditions,
at our CSULB chapter. ALPFAmilia Day is a day
to bring our family, friends, and alumni
together at a picnic in the park, where we
spend an afternoon hearing from our
members, enjoying delicious food, and playing
games with everybody. This year, ALPFAmilia
Day was hosted at El Dorado Park near our
campus. Jenny Kim, our Director of Events,
organized a fantastic event for all of us to
enjoy. We look forward to continuing this
tradition with our members and alumni, as it is
an essential day for our members to come
together and learn about each other’s
experiences.

 On October 25, BlackRock director
Orlando Montalvo presented to ALPFA
members about his personal experiences
with leadership, overcoming hardships,
and what it means to be a Latino in the
finance industry. It was such a pleasure
hearing Orlando relate to so many
students’ background stories, and it was
mind-opening to learn about his
achievements. He showcased his
inspiring journey to where he is now as a
managing director at BlackRock after
overcoming various obstacles. Important
points we took away were to always self-
advocate, value work-life balance, and be
resilient. We can not wait to hear from
Orlando again soon! 

ALPFAMILIA DAY

BLACKROCK



BY DIEGO GOMEZHALLOWEEN SOCIAL

On Thursday, October 27, ALPFA hosted our Halloween Social. As we approach the
final stretch of our semester, a much-needed break to detach and relax for an hour

or two is always a great way to clear our minds. At our social, we got to enjoy a
Halloween-themed movie (Hocus Pocus 2), play board games, and decorate

Halloween cookies! ALPFA is committed to providing professional guidance to our
members during their journey into the business world. With that in mind, enjoying
moments of fun with friends should always be an essential aspect of this journey.

We hope everyone had a fun, safe, and happy Halloween!



TELL US MORE ABOUT YOURSELF

WHY DID YOU JOIN ALPFA? 

FAVORITE HOBBIES OR ACTIVITIES?

FAVORITE QUOTE?

Jose DummJose Dumm

My hobby is to take pictures with a professional
camera. I like to go to concerts, Broadway productions
and dinner with friends. I love nature and go camping
every year. One of my highlights was when I went to
water rafting at the Kern River. I also always start my
day with a cup of coffee. 

I decided to join ALPFA because it is a Latino
organization, and I feel very motivated with ALPFA
because they make you feel like a family. I attended
more of the speaking engagements because I am
looking for internships. I was able to have two
interviews with accounting firms, and the mock
interviews helped me to be very confident in my real
interviews.

I am from Mexico, and I arrived to this
country to learn English. I’m a part of the
LGBT community and got married 5 years
ago. My husband motivated me to pursue
an education, and I transferred from
Cerritos Community College. My major is
Accounting and I will be graduating in the
Fall of 2023.

"We are Mexican, not Mexican't!" 
-- George Lopez 

OCTOBEROCTOBER
MEMBER OF 
THE MONTH 



WHY DID YOU JOIN ALPFA? 

FAVORITE HOBBIES OR ACTIVITIES?

MEMBER OF 
THE MONTH 

Joseph JayomaJoseph Jayoma

OCTOBEROCTOBER

I joined ALPFA mostly in part for the
opportunity to develop my professional
image alongside BAP&AS. I entered my
senior year with no internship experience
and minimal campus involvement, however,
I wanted to ensure that I had plans for post-
grad. I was motivated to make the most of
what I had left by joining organizations such
as ALPFA to expose myself to the
abundance of opportunities for growing
myself as a person, student, and incoming
professional. Given my brief background about myself, I have

grown to become an advocate for personal health
and well-being. So I enjoy doing a variety of
physical activities like riding my bike on scenic bike
paths, exercising, and as of lately, boxing. I also
have an interest in sustainability, cars, and DJing. 

FAVORITE QUOTE?
“May you always remember to enjoy the
road, especially when it’s a hard one” 
-- Kobe Bryant

TELL US MORE ABOUT YOURSELF

Hi everyone! My name is Frank Joseph
Jayoma but I normally go by Joseph. My two
first names should tell you that I come from a
Filipino background, which is actually
common in our culture. I am also the
youngest of four children, so there was a lot to
observe from my siblings’ rights and wrongs.
I’m a senior studying accounting but have
always been open to other professional
services. Last year I was diagnosed with an
autoimmune disease that impacts the joints
and skin. It has been quite a journey in
battling the mental and physical challenges
that come with it but I’m happily working on
overcoming them through time.


